
Summer 1: Extreme Environments

Key books this term

Big Bear Little Bear

Key Vocabulary: 
-  Snowy: covered with snow.

- Shivering: shaking slightly or 

uncontrollably as a result of being cold, 

frightened or excited.

- Chuckle: laugh quietly or inwardly.

Key Questions?
- How do you think the animals might be 

feeling?

- Would you expect to see these animals 

in winter? 

- What do some animals sometimes do 

in winter?

- What other synonyms can you think of 

for ‘shivering?’

Key Vocabulary:
- The Arctic: the northern most polar region. 

- Den A den is a cosy shelter that the bears 

live in. .

- Fur: Fur is thick hair designed to keep 

animals warm. .

- Scoop: An action for digging or lifting. 

- Tundra: A vast, cold, treeless biome found in 

The Arctic.

Key Questions?
- What animals might you find in the north 

pole?

- Why did Little Bear feel like he was flying?

- How fast can a polar bear run?

Key Vocabulary:
- Penguin: a group of aquatic flightless birds. 

- South Pole: the southernmost point of 

Earth. 

- Harbour: a place on the coast where ships 

may moor in shelter. 

- Delighted: feeling or showing great 

pleasure.

- Floated: rest or move on or near the 

surface of a liquid without sinking.

Key Questions?
- What do you think a Lost and Found Office 

is?

- Why do you think the boy chose to help the 

penguin find his way home?

- What do you think the weather is like in the 

south pole?

- Why was the boy so disappointed? 

- How do you think the boy and penguin 

were feeling when they rowed south for 

many days?

- How do you think the boy and penguin 

were feeling when they came to huge 

waves?

Meerkat Mail and How the Camel Got His HumpLost and Found
One Snowy Night

Key Vocabulary:
- Heat: the quality of being hot; high 

temperature

- Equator: a line notionally drawn on the earth 

equidistant from the poles, dividing the earth 

into northern and southern hemispheres and 

constituting the parallel of latitude 0°
- Desert: a place that doesn’t say rain and are 

classed as drylands.

- Habitat: the natural home or environment of 

an animal, plant or other organism.

- Temperature: temperature is the measure of 

hotness or coldness expressed in terms of 

any of several scales, including Fahrenheit 

and Celsius.

Key Questions?
- What animals live in hot climates?

- What countries have a hot climate?

- Where on the map or globe are the hot 

climates?

- What do animals in hot climates eat?

- Where do they find shelter?

- What is the temperature in a hot climate?

- If you were an animal, how might you feel 

living in a hot climate?

Key Vocabulary:

terrified – cause to feel extreme fear
Icicle – a hanging piece of ice
Eskimos – a member of an indigenous people
Antarctica- the south polar region
Arctic- the north polar region

-Key Questions?
- What couldn’t the penguin do? Why? Is there 

anything that you can’t do?
- Where did the penguin and the snowman float to? 

What was the difference between the 2 places?
- The snowman couldn’t speak. How do you learn 

new words?
- Which people might you find living in the polar 

regions? What animals might you find there?

Penguin Small



. 

English

Jigsaw

Science Mathematics Geography

Art

Music

The children will be learning how 

to use simple compass directions 

(North, South, East and West) and 

to name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five oceans. 

They will also be able to identify 

hot and cold areas of the world in 

relation to the Equator and the 

North and South Poles.

Vocabulary

Direction, left, right, forwards, 

backwards, north, south, east, 

west, compass, Earth, Globe, 

Asia, Europe, Africa, North 

America, South America, Australia, 

Antarctica, Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, 

Southern, Arctic, North Pole, 

South Pole, Equator. 

R.E
The children will focus on what it 

means to belong to a faith 

community. They will revisit 

knowledge from prior units about 

Muslims, Christians, and Jewish 

people, considering how members 

of these communities show that 

they belong.

Children will be learning to  

identify that most living things 

live in habitats to which they are 

suited. They will describe how 

different habitats provide for the 

basic needs of different kinds of 

animals and plants, and how 

they depend on each other

. 

Children will also find out about 

and describe the basic needs of 

animals, including humans, for 

survival (water, food and air).

The children will be developing 

a wide range of art and design 

techniques in using colour, 

pattern, texture, line, shape, 

form and space.

They will apply these skills 

when making a mixed media 

collage. 

YEAR 1 Phonics screening check -

June 2026

On Wednesday 16th April 8.30am  we will 

be holding a stay and Play session for 

parents and carers. During this time we will 

be providing information about the 

Statutory Phonics Screening Test that all 

Year 1 children will complete in June 2026. 

Please keep an eye out for some 

additional phonics practice tasks that will 

be sent home with the children.

AT HOME: Please work on sound recognition, 

identifying and reading them within words. 

Blending skills are hugely important to pass the 

phonics screening check in June

Year 1

Story writing (narrative) 

This half term, the children will become 

authors.. As authors, children will be 

thinking carefully about constructing a story 

that has a clear beginning-middle and end. 

We will be working on applying correct 

spellings and letter formation during our 

written pieces.

Reception

The children will continue to work towards 

writing simple sentence independently. 

They will be using their knowledge of 

phonics to write decodable words and will 

be using their key word knowledge to write 

some tricky words correctly, for example 

the, go, we, said

For Reception children to achieve the Early Learning 

Goal in writing, they need to be forming most letters 

correctly.

The children will be recognising 

changes in pitch and copying 

simple pitch patterns.

They will be performing simple 

melodic patterns using voices and 

pitched instruments.

Design and Technology

This half term the children will be 

using textiles to design, make and 

evaluate. They will develop their 

weaving skills using fabric and a 

loom.

Relationships

Children will explore families, friendships 

and what it means to belong and help 

others feel included. They learn how to 

make friends, solve problems and when to 

seek help or support. Across the six 

lessons, children practise appropriate ways 

to greet others, learn who can help them in 

their school community, and reflect on how 

to ask for support when they feel upset. 

They also build confidence by recognising 

their own qualities and learning how to 

praise themselves.

PE

Indoor PE- Dance

Outdoor PE- Striking and fielding 

games, developing throwing, 

catching, batting and tactical play. 

AT HOME: Practise counting in steps of 2, 5 and 10. 

Fractions

Children will begin by counting in steps of 2, 

5 and 10. Children will then be introduced to 

the mathematical language such as 

multiplication. They will recognise what 

equal groups are and know that equal 

groups are still equal even if they look 

different. They will explore making unequal 

groups by adding and removing from some 

of the groups. Children will use their 

understanding of equal and unequal groups 

to learn about division and sharing.

Children will learn about the fractions half 

and quarter. They will find and recognise 

half and quarters of a shape and an amount.

Geometry – Position and direction
Children will learn how to describe turns and positions. 

They will use mathematical language such as forwards, 

backwards, above, below, left and right. Children will 

describe turns using half turn, full turn, quarter turn or 

three-quarter turn. 

Multiplication and Division





Reception Phonics- We will be teaching term 3 and recapping terms 1 and 2. Please make sure you are practising these 

sounds and words regularly at home. Flashcards have been and will continue to be sent home. 



Year 1 Phonics- We will be teaching term 3 and recapping terms 1 and 2. Please make sure you are practising these 

sounds and words regularly at home. Flashcards have been and will continue to be sent home. Extra materials will also be 

sent home in preparation for the Phonics Screening Check in June. 
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