
Autumn 2 Reception and Year One: People who help us.

Key books this half-term

Key Vocabulary

• Fire Fighters - People who are trained to 

control and put out fires. 

• Fire Engine - A vehicle that is designed to 

help in fighting fires by taking firefighters to 

the scene.

• Equipment - The things you need for a 

particular purpose.

• Brave - Doing something even though we are 

scared.

• Reliable - Someone you can trust and will do 

what they say they will do.

• Protect - Keeping us safe from harm or injury. 

• Firework - A spectacular effect that explodes 

when ignites, used for display or celebrations.

Key Questions?

• What does a fire fighter do? 

• What equipment do they use? 

• Why do they need to use the siren on the fire 

engine?

• How can I keep myself safe on Bonfire night?

• Where does the fire engine stay? 

• Why do people want to be a fire fighter? 

• How do you make yourself feel brave? 

You can access our key books either at the library or listen to the story being read via YouTube. 

Key Vocabulary:

• Modern - Relating to present and recent time.

• Injured - Hurt, damage, or loss sustained.

• Crowded - Filled with many or too many people 

or things.

• Medicines - A drug or other preparation for the 

treatment or prevention of disease.

• Trained - Having been taught a particular skill 

or type of behaviour through practice and 

instruction over a period of time.

Key Questions?

• What job did Florence Nightingale have?

• What were hospitals like in the 1800s?

• How did Florence change the hospital?

• What did Florence do after the war?

• Why are Nurses important?

Key Vocabulary
• Hardworking - Tending to work with energy and 

commitment.
• Gruff - Rough and low in pitch.

• Warning - A statement or event that warns of 

something or someone. 
• Pummelled - Strike repeatedly with the fists. 

• Fondness - Affection or liking for someone or 

something.

Key Questions?

• Why did the robbers want to steal?

• Who saved the day?

• Do robbers look like that today?

• Do police (cops) look like that today?

Key Vocabulary
• Lorry - A large, heavy motor vehicle for 

transporting goods or troops; a truck. 
• Hopper - A container for loose bulk material 

such as grain, rock, or rubbish, typically one 

that tapers downward and is able to 

discharge its contents at the bottom.
• Town - A built-up area with a name, defined 

by boundaries, and local government, that is 

larger than a village and generally smaller 

than a city.
• Recycling - The action or process of 

converting waste into reusable material.

Key Questions?
• Do you know what the different coloured bins 

at your home are used for? 

• What things can we recycle? 

• Why is recycling good for the environment?

Key Vocabulary

• Woes - Is great sadness.

• Rage - A very strong feeling of being angry 

that is hard to control.
• Leapt - A large jump.

• Tweak - To make a small change to 

something. 
• Tangle - To become twisted together. 

Key Questions?

• How do you think Hairy McClary was feeling 

waiting in the vets?

• Why did he start a rumpus in the vets?

• Who tried to help stop the rumpus? What 

happened to her?

• Why were the animals in the vets?

• What is a vet?



Autumn 2 Reception: People who help us.

Key books this term

Key Vocabulary

• Jungle - A jungle is a forest thick with trees, 

other plants, and animals.

• Scary - Something that makes you feel afraid 

or scared.

• Polishing - Making something smooth and 

shiny by rubbing it.

• Tumble - Suddenly falling over to the ground. 

• Teeth - Hard bony structures in your mouth 

used to chew foods.

• False - It is not true. 

Key Questions?

• What happens when you go to the dentist? 

• How can I keep my teeth healthy?

• Why are your teeth important? 

• How do you think Alan feels  when he loses his 

teeth?

• Why do you think the animals are scared of 

Alan? 

• Do your teeth look the same of different to 

Alan’s? Why do you think this is? 

Key Vocabulary

• Jolly - Someone who is happy and cheerful.

• Shy - Feeling a little scared around other 

people.
• Fiddler - Someone that plays the violin. 

• Cosy - Being comfortable and warm.

• Workshop - A shop where lots of things are 

made.
• Chiming - The noise a clock makes when it 

reaches different times during the day.

Key Questions?
• How do you know that the Postman is Jolly? 

• Would you like to be a post person? Can you 

tell me more about your answer.

• The Postman was a little bit worried about 

delivering the wolf’s letters. Why do you think 

he felt worried?

• Who’s workshop was the postman visiting? 

What could you see inside the workshop?





Reception and Y1 Phonics for the Autumn term. Your child should know the words and sounds up to and including Week 6.




