
As part of our daily shared reading sequence we use Teresa Heathcote’s sequence for reading.  

Day 1 Activate the children’s background knowledge: 
Talk about the book before reading it. 
Use objects, pictures, video clips to ensure the children understand the setting of the book. 
Make links to other texts – same content, same author etc. 

Day 2 Vocabulary: 
Focus on the vocabulary within the book.  Start to read it.  Pick out words the children don’t understand.  
Tier 1 – functional words carry meaning 
Tier 2 – synonyms of functional words 
Tier 3 – subject specific words 

Day 3 Modelling: Read aloud/think aloud. 
Teacher needs to model asking questions aloud about what they are reading.  I wonder…. Say this a lot whilst you are reading.  
Make predictions about what you/they think will happen.  It doesn’t matter if the predictions are wrong. 
 
Read a piece of text revealing only a small section at a time.  What do they think the text is about?  What will happen?  How do their predictions 
change the more they hear/read? 
 
Write the children’s wonders on clouds.   
Reception – do this as a whole class. 
Y1 – do this in groups as part of guided reading 
Y2 – write their wonders independently. 
 
(Good readers ask their own questions as they read.  Children do not get better at comprehension by answering other people’s questions.  They need 
to learn to ask them for themselves as they read.) 

Day 4 Visualise – think in pictures: 
This is not about the quality of the pictures but the skill in visualising what is happening  Read part of the text and ask the children to draw as you 
read. 

Day 5 Questioning: 
Questions about the book from over the course of the week.  Read the whole book again.  
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